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                                                   TWO JUDGES 

INFORMATIVE SPEAKING 
 
ROUND __________ SECTION __________ ROOM __________________ JUDGE ________________________________HOUR __________ 

 

13.7.1. Communication among judges during the round.  Judges must make independent decisions.  Judges shall not discuss decisions 
with other judges prior to turning in ballots.  Timekeepers may share the length of a given speech only.  If questions arise 
regarding the rules or conduct of an event, judges shall ask at tournament headquarters. 

13.7.2. Subject.  The speaker is responsible for choosing an appropriate subject and may not use more than 150 quoted words 
including all short words such as "a", "an", "the", etc. 

13.7.3. General Purpose.  The basic purpose of the speech is to inform. 

13.7.4. Nature.  Argumentative, persuasive, or entertaining material may be used but only to illustrate, enliven, or clarify the 
information.  If the emphasis is on any or all of these and information serves to develop them, the speech shall be considered 
to fall outside of the informative purpose.  Materials should be represented in a logical manner in order to maintain a high level 
of interest by the listener. 

13.7.5. Delivery.  There should be an absence of marked defects in the mechanics of speech - poise, use and quality of voice, 
enunciation, fluency, bodily expressiveness.  These factors should contribute to the holding of the listeners' interest. 

13.7.6. Length. Ten minutes maximum with 30 seconds of grace is allowed.  Time signals may be given at the speaker’s request; 
however, presentation within the time length is ultimately the responsibility of the speaker.  If laughter delays the speaker, the 
timekeeper shall make allowance by stopping the watch at the beginning and starting it at the end of each interruption.  
Contestants who violate the time limit may receive a lower rank.  No contestant may be penalized if a stopwatch was not used 
for timing. 

13.7.7. Preparation and Notes.  The speech is to be prepared in advance.  No notes or manuscripts shall be allowed. 

13.7.8. Visual Aids.  These may not be in the central focus of the speech but must be used only to supplement the exposition.  
Animated visual aids, which are to be interpreted as any projected images, are prohibited. 

13.7.9. Changing Speeches.  The speech used at the District Tournament must also be used at the Speech State Championships. 

13.7.10. Manuscripts.  A copy of the speech, including the bibliography, must be available if requested by the Speech State 
Championships Director at the District or Speech State Championships.  Failure to provide a manuscript if requested may be 
used as a basis for disqualification from the tournament. 

═══════════════════════════════════════════════════════════════════════════ 
 SPEAKER   SELECTION             RATING  RANK 

1. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

2. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

3. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

4. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

5. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

6. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

7. _______________ _____________________________________________ __________ __________ 

 
NO ORAL CRITIQUES    Judge’s Signature _____________________________________________ 


